
NO JUNE MEETING 
We were unable to reserve  the meeting room on our usual 

Sunday and the  only  available date was Fathers Day.   
 As many members have  family plans for that day,  

 it was  regretfully decided to cancel the  June meeting. 
 

    Connections 
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The History of Father’s Day 
Sonora Dodd of Washington, first had the idea of a 
"father's day." She thought of the idea for Father's Day 
while listening to a Mother's Day sermon in 1909.  
Sonora wanted a special day to honor her father, William 
Smart. Smart, who was a Civil War veteran, was wid-
owed when his wife died while giving birth to their sixth 
child. Mr. Smart was left to raise the newborn and his 
other five children by himself on a rural farm in eastern 
Washington state.  
 
After Sonora became an adult she realized the selfless-
ness her father had shown in raising his children as a sin-
gle parent. It was her father that made all the parental 
sacrifices and was, in the eyes of his daughter, a coura-
geous, selfless, and loving man. Sonora's father was born 
in June, so  she chose to hold the first Father's Day cele-
bration in Spokane, Washington on the  19th of June, 
1910.  
 
President Calvin Coolidge, in 1924,  supported the idea of a national Father's Day. Then 
in 1966 President Lyndon  Johnson signed a presidential proclamation  declaring the 3rd 
Sunday of June as  Father's Day. President Richard Nixon  signed the law which finally 
made it  permanent in 1972.  



 This and That- German Research 
     By Shirley Hornbeck 
UMLAUT: 
A "double dot over a letter".  The double-dot (called a diuresis; the  letter-
symbol combination is called an umlaut) is the correct, German  way of writ-
ing the word; the ue, oe or ae letter combinations are a 
way of representing the umlaut in non-germanic alphabets which lack  the 
umlauts. 
DOUBLE "S": 
The English equivalent of the character that looks like "B"  embedded in 
names is actually a separate character in German that stands for a double s as 
"ss". 
GERMAN SURNAME SUFFIXES FOR FEMALES- From Carla Heller- 
carlah@earthlink.net 
  A special suffix comprised of the letters "-in" is often seen inold German 
records, added to the surname 
s of females, and is simply a German language grammatical practice which 
feminizes the name in question.  When you see the  "-in" suffix added to a 
German surname, it is intended to demonstrate that the surname was borne by a female. 
When the "-in" suffix is added in this way, it DOES NOT MATERIALLYCHANGE the existing surname it-
self.  If you see your female ancestor denoted as "Katharina SCHNEIDERIN," for example, Katharina's actual 
surname would still be SCHNEIDER for all intents and purposes in your research. 
  It is also important to note that the use of the feminine  suffix on a surname in German DOES NOT INDI-
CATE whether the female   was unmarried or married.  It was used for BOTH single and married 
females, identically. 
This is a standard, centuries-old German grammar practice, more  common to old records than current ones.  
Since, unlike English,  every noun has a GENDER in German, the use of the feminizing suffix     for surnames 
of females was in keeping with the structure of that  language.  Even today, German grammar still adds the 
letters "-in" to the end of feminine NOUNS, such as "Freundin," meaning "female 
friend" ("Freund" being "male friend"), and "Lehrerin," meaning "female teacher" ("Lehrer" being "male 
teacher.") 
  Note that while this suffix commonly occurred in earlier centuries, it was NOT used UNIVERSALLY 
throughout Germany---you may find German records which completely OMIT the use of the suffix for femi-
nine surnames.  Some researchers will never encounter this form.   The use   in German of the feminizing "-in" 
suffix on surnames of females has greatly diminished in modern times. 
 
EVANGELISCHE in Germany means virtually the same as "Lutheran"(followers of Martin Luther), but in 
Switzerland "Evangelische" means virtually the same as "Reformed" (followers of Zwingly and 
Calvin).  Historically, in both of these areas "Evangelische" was a term adopted by by the Reformers to distin-
guish their "Protestant" positions from that of the Roman Catholic Church which they were opposing. 
 
LANDKREIS/KREIS: 
Landkreis, short just "Kreis" is the administrative body one notch above "village" or "town". 
  From the top to the bottom: 
(a) Country, like "Kingdom of Prussia" 
(b) State or Province, like "Provinz Posen" or older "Departement Posen" . 
(c) Gubernatorial (or: Administrative) District (This has no equivalent in the USA administrative organization), 
like "Regie-rungsbezirk Bromberg" 
(d) County, like "Landkreis Meseritz" or just "Kreis Meseritz" 
(e) Town, Township or Village, like "Stadt Betsche" 
  A 'Kreis' is, in essence, a county. It literally is a 'circle or ring'  and refers to 'sphere' of influence. It is usually 
translated very  generically as 'district', but with Prussian 'administrative 
districts' being comprised of several Kreise, it gets confusing to refer to them as districts. 
   
Shirley Hornbeck <http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~hornbeck> 



 
 
 
 
 
May 31,2008 
Dear GENCOM Members: 
 
On behalf of my family, I want to thank you  for the beauti-
ful spray of flowers you sent following the loss of my father. 
Because of the restrictions imposed by the Veterans’ Ceme-
tery we had discouraged many people from sending flowers. 
However, your  lone arrangement at the service and the 
graveside was a perfect tribute. As may of you know, my 
father’s connection to his friends, his family, and his Ala-
bama roots. 
It was only fitting that you would have been the ones to send 
the beautiful  flowers that celebrated his life.  It meant a lot 
to all of us to have you honor father’s memory in such a 
thoughtful way. 
 
It is really a comfort knowing you have good memories of 
my father too.  We look forward to sharing them.  We truly 
appreciate your thoughtfulness. 
      
           Sincerely,    Nan Mc Gilvray-Massey  

A Note from Margaret and Will  MC Gilvray’s daughter Nan 

Will Mc Gilvray 
1932-2008 



      X-Message: #5 Date: Fri, 11 Aug 2006 08:59:50 -0500 From: "Trevia W Beverly" 
<treviawbeverly@houston.rr.com>  

 What Shall I Do With the Results of my Researdh?What Shall I Do With the Results of my Researdh?What Shall I Do With the Results of my Researdh? 

 Interesting question : The obvious answer is to find out  WHO will want them and benefit from 
them.  Presuming you've prepared a publication of some sort for your family ... And hopefully 
for libraries in the area of the family history ... You  are left with all this paperwork. Even if 
some family member takes it Now, what will eventually happen to it - when they, too, will face 
the same question?    So have you finished your task? 

 A couple of years ago I was on a committee to look at just this sort of material on  behalf of our 
library. The family made an extremely generous donation so we felt that we should take the ma-
terial even though only someone with one of those surnames will  ever use it, and maybe not 
even then.    

 Notebooks (16) arranged by a single surname, notebooks arranged by more than one connecting 
family, and notebooks of misc materials.  

 Family charts, Notes, photographs (some with full names; some with only first names; some No 
name), etc.    One problem was that the gentleman had 'color  codes' and much of the Informa-
tion had been hand entered in those colors. The family wanted it Microfilmed. Of course, the 
colors do not show so the original has to be used anyway.  No type of index for any of the note-
books and an almost impossible task to prepare one.    Final disposition of   the material was to 
make a preface and then a Table of Contents as best we could for each notebook.  We did not 
tackle a Full Name index.  

 All was microfilmed as the family requested and the Notebooks were cataloged and placed on 
the shelves in the Family Collections Area.  Obviously all this work had given the man many 
years of pleasure in the search for family.    

 So back to the original question - is your task finished? Looking at your work with the eye of a 
researcher who will one day pick it up at the Library - what  will they find?  Organized in an 
easy to follow format? You  might even ask a couple of people from outside your family to take 
a look at it and suggest what they find hard to glean and what they think is good about it, and 
what they suggest you could do to make it better.    How do you have it prepared - in loose leaf 
binders or file folders? File Folders would naturally go into a library's vertical files by surname 
rather Than be left together as a family unit as notebooks would be. And your file Folders might 
not be left as you prepare; they may be striped and arranged As the library feels best.    

Folks, be sure YOU decided what happens to your work.  And leave signed Instructions in the 
same place as your will.  If you want it to go to a Library, then talk with the librarian NOW and 
ask how they would like it Prepared to ensure that they will take it when the time 
comes ....      In fact, why wait if you are finished with it.  Wouldn't it be nice see the material at 
its final destination and have a hand in its final preparation and hopefully see people using it 
now?   Trevia Wooster Beverly Houston, Texas  
 
 

 



 

 

GENCOM Tips and Tricks for June 2008 
I will share with you this month some interesting WEB sites that I have recently visited. 
If you are like me, you check out what the doctor tells you on the internet. 
This is a great site to do just that. Or better than that, you will know the probable answer BEFORE you go to 
the doctor by typing in your symptoms. This site is provided by the state of Arkansas. Who would have thought 

it?  
Aging Health Topics 
 
The state of Arkansas has developed a portal that covers many subjects, including a 'Health Finder, just for 
seniors' that has capability for looking up various topics by means of an alphabetic index.  For those of you 
who don't quite fit the senior status, the links to the 'Condition Center,' 'Drug Resource Center,' 'Medical Dic-
tionary,' and 'Disease and Condition Guide' are handy resources with pertinent information for all ages.   
Recording Your Health History 
The best way to track your medications and help your doctor and pharmacist have the most updated informa-
tion is to create a "Personal Medication Record." This form, allows you to list all the medicines you take, in-
cluding over-the-counter drugs and herbal supplements, the doses, and how you take them. While your doctor 
may have a list of his own, you may be seeing more than one doctor. So, it is very important for you to reduce 
medication risks and bring your updated personal record to all of your appointments and even provide a copy 
to the pharmacies you use. 
How to get a personal medication record  
This record will help you list all the medicines, including prescriptions, over-the-counter drugs, dietary supple-
ments, the doses and how they are taken. 
http://www.aarp.org/health/staying_healthy/prevention/my_personal_medication_record.html 
 
Read Receipt 
If you use  Outlook Express or Windows mail  and would like to get a "receipt" saying an email you sent was 
opened by the recipient, all you need to do is  click Tools, Request Read Receipt, then send as usual. 
 
Leroy Terry says, 
Here's one to keep available so that you can listen to your favorite music all the time. The site Leroy recom-
mended is not working today so here is another one for you to enjoy.  
Fifty’s music,   http://heavens-gates.com/50s/ 
Thanks Leroy.    
Well that is all for this month. 
 
Hope you all have a great month and to you fathers, 
 



 
 Genealogy in 15 Minutes a Day: Creating  
Your Own Family Yearbook 
By Amanda Forson, WorldVitalRecords.com 
 
 
 
Instead of falling prey to bogus companies offering pre-made family yearbooks or histories that often 
include little or no real genealogical information, create your own in fifteen minutes a day. 
 
Day One: Determine who the book's audience is. Ask who may be interested in receiving the year-
book. Content may be different if going to Great Aunt Martha versus going to co-ed, Amber. Start 
putting together a brief outline of what the book should contain, so you know what to ask for when 
you start gathering materials. 
 
Day Two: If you want to write only one book for distribution to multiple parties, determine who is 
directly related to those people. Everyone is more interested in families that are directly related to 
them versus extraneous people they have never met, and will not meet. This may expand your audi-
ence, or help in knowing whether or not Susie's birth date should be included. Do not include infor-
mation requested to not be included, but, unless specifically requested, include whatever else is left. 
In family documents, relatives are often more offended by information that was left out once they see 
the finished product. 
 
Day Three: If you want to write a yearbook that gets updated each year, consider going digital. A 
good digital option is a blog-style family webpage. When setting up such a blog, allow for multiple 
members to contribute and for picture and video uploads. Many families are currently now using 
family blogs, not realizing that they are creating digital yearbooks. 
 
Day Four: If creating a paper yearbook, request pictures and information from the different family 
lines that are included in the book. So that those included understand how they are related to each 
other (you never know when a step-relative or an in-law may be looking over the book), include 
family group sheets and enough pedigree charts to help the generations make sense of each other. 
 
Day Five: After gathering photographs and updates of email addresses, phone numbers, physical ad-
dresses, and general family information for the year, compile information according to your outline. 
This may include a brief family history introduction for the yearbook recipients. Examples of what to 
include could be how the family got to the country most of the family lives, where the family has 
lived in the past, occupations, religions, mannerisms, cultural traditions, etc. As years go by, include 
major milestones for family members or summaries of information from past years for help with 
context. 
 
Day Six: Determine who wants a hard copy and ask them to contribute to the printing and shipping 
cost in exchange for a copy. If members prefer digital copies, set up a webpage or blog with a pass-
word so family members are able to view, but that is not accessible to anyone else, depending upon 
the information that is on the blog. Mother's maiden names and birth years are especially important 
to safeguard. 
 
Day Seven: Continue to update the information as needed. This activity could also turn into a family 
directory as well as yearbook, and allow for pertinent family information to be gathered into one 
place versus scattered among distant relatives who do not know each other well. 



Web Resources 

Historical newspaper articles about everyday life and newsworthy 
events of our ancestors are wonderful acquisitions. The Web is mak-
ing it easier to access articles about our ancestors. Sitting through the 
sessions at the NGS convention in Kansas City, I was impressed by 
how many times I heard a speaker comment on all the newspapers 
going online. I recommend you start by using a “portal,” a Web term 
for a site that provides a pathway to specific information. Hopefully, 
the following digital newspaper 
portals will provide a pathway for that elusive information you seek 

about ancestors. The sites that follow are all free. 
A subsection of the popular website, Cyndi’s List, at <www.cyndislist.com/newspaper.htm>, has a 
thorough list of newspaper sites on the Web. Be forewarned; the alphabetical listing is by the 
name of the newspaper. If you know the name of the newspaper, then this portal will be very helpful. 
Otherwise, you may spend quite a bit of time looking for the correct newspaper. Scroll through the 
list and the locations of the newspapers provided. In addition to historical newspapers,  Cyndi’s List 
has articles on genealogy, how to’s, mailing lists, publications, software, and supplies. The A to Z 
listing is the link for searching for information about your ancestors. 
 
If you want to stay up-to-date on recent news from small towns, then the appropriately named 
<www.smalltownpapers.com> is a place to search. Over 320 newspapers are available. Most of the 
newspaper archives listed at SmallTownPapers are recent history. If you want articles that go back 
more than thirty years, this site may disappoint you. At the bottom of the page is a link to the ar-
chives of the newspapers. Otherwise, you are reading the latest news. A link at the bottom of the 
page goes to WorldVitalRecords.com, a partner with many other databases online. 
 
For Missouri researchers, the Historic Missouri Newspaper Project is a place to search. Found at 
<http://newspapers.umsystem.edu>, the project presently has thirteen newspapers with quite an 
array of dates. You can search a specific newspaper or all of them. Be sure to look at the dates for 
each newspaper to see if they are relevant. While we all have a tendency to search by surname, the 
use of events in the search field can also be productive. If your ancestor was involved in a war, labor 
dispute, major construction project, or any historical event that might have been reported, then insert 
the event into the search field. How the local paper covered an event could provide historical back-
ground into the life and time of your ancestor. 
The St. Louis Mercantile Library, at <www.umsl.edu/mercantile/ special_collections/slma-
112.html>, has an online index to clippings and images from the St. Louis Globe-Democrat (1920–
1980). The index is easy to search but you must go to the University of Missouri-St. Louis to view 
the actual clippings. On 24 and 26 June 2008, StLGS is offering a class on “Using the Mercantile 
Library.” Search the online index to see if you have newspaper clippings that may be of interest, and 
enroll in the class to learn about the other collections available there. 
 
Keep sending in the suggestions. I am trying to have monthly themes, but I hold on to all sugges-
tions. They may appear in a later column. 
 
Send those ideas to me at <webresources@stlgs.org>. Thanks.  Bob Goode 
News ‘n Notes June 2008 
 

Thanks to  Don Zesch for forwarding his issues of the St Louis Newsletter. 
Several of us have MO ties and  we frequently find helpful tips in them. 
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The President’s Message 
 
 
 
               Bob Franklin 

                    
President’s Message 
 
I announced in the May meeting that GENCOM's 
next meeting would be June 15th. However, 
since that meeting  
several board members have expressed concern 
that June 15th is Father's Day and therefore 
would not be good date for our meeting. As you 
are aware, our regular meeting date is to be the 
fourth Sunday of each month. Shreve Memorial 
Library will not allow us to have a standing res-
ervation for that date, only allowing the rooms to 
be scheduled two months in advance. Seems that 
one group has reserved all rooms for June and 
July except June 15th (Father's Day) and July 
13th. Due to the fact that June 15th is Father's 
Day, we will not have a meeting on that day and 
the June meeting has been CANCELED.  
 
GENCOM's next meeting will be July 13th at 
Shreve Memorial Library, Hamilton/South 
Caddo Branch. This will be GENCOM's 16th 
Anniversary Celebration and new officer installa-
tion. 
 
A nominating committee has been appointed con-
sisting of Don Davis, Joy Stephenson, and Ju-
lious Windham. If you are asked   to serve or to 
continue to serve as an officer; I urge you to ac-
cept that position and make GENCOM an organi-
zation that we can all be proud of.  
 
Wishing all of our fathers a 
                        Happy Father's Day. 
 
     Bob 


